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(MUSIC) ^ ' 

BLAIR: I'm Wendy Blair withNPR's OPTIONS IN EDUCATION, \ ^ 
(■MUSIC) \ \} ^ * . ^ . / 

* OPTIONS W EDUCATION news maga^ina abput all the , 

Ussuss and developmsnts- in education— from t He: 'a of primary 
adUGation to the alphabet soup of government programs. If ypu'va^ 
ever been to aahool^ we have aomething that will interest you. ; ^ 

(MUSIC) ' . - ^ ^ . . ^ ' 

V' . violenae and ' vandaliam in schools are :prob lame .^at won 't 
go. away. In fact^ they seem to have reaahed origin proportions* 

MERROWi ' This is^ j^l^ Merrow." On this program ye' ra looking at ■ 
thi^ problem frpm two. vantage points research and experience, v 
rD'avid Seisin prepared the? follow whioh; &oeusei":on\one;Tr 

large urban, high- school 1 . . ^ y. . > : 

(BELLS^OiSY /CORRIDOR SOUNDS)/ 

TEACHER: "Last Spring I was a teacher at Bpingarn -. \ 
High School in Washingtbn^ D.C., and I was raped ^ , 

by two young- men . " ' . / ' - j- ' ' 

SELVINi Last year, 100 mii^tiers, 12/000 armed robberies, 9,000 
rapes were committed, and over 600 million dollars wprth of . 
property was vandalized here in the United States' in our schpols, 

^# ^ . . ■ ' ■ ■ ' , 

BlLVINi . "Would it be fair to say that teaching : 
* has become a hazardous profession?" . . . " \ 

TEACHER r "In^ certain situations, because of' the . ■ 
social milieu which the schools find themselves ■ " , . 
in^ yes, it is dangerous. 1 feel a lot of re- ... ^ 
pressed anger on the part of the students , ^which 

- make^ ~^hem act out in" different ways* — They dpn' t " ? " 

have any avenue for their frustrations,-* ' ^ 

■ . # ■ -■ 

SELVINi Even though there really areti't any accurate statistics 
on the subject all indications are that violence in American^ ^ 
schools has increased dramatically during the past decade. In 
fact, according to a- report issued recently by;a Senate.subconunit^ 
tee, "The primary 'concern' in many American schools today is no 
longer education,' but preservation.** Vice President of the -• 
National Education Association,' willard McQuire^ 

McGJjiRE? I think' the^ perspective that most adults bring into this 
IsV^school activities, , pranks , .and mischief of various sorts.. The 
kind of thing we're speakiftg about today in terms, of SGhool vio= 
ilence is far different, much more seyere, much more widespread. 
Rape, murder, assault, burglary, and ail kinds of vandaiism are 
on" t:hw^-inprea^& in all parts of the ; 

coimtry.and in all sizes of schobi systeims™^'™""™^ ' , 

SEL^lMi* These are things : that are happening inside the schools, * 
you 're saying? % ; / 

_ " - V " • ' ' . ^ ■ ' . ■ ■ '' . . . l '" ' 

McGUll^f I'm speaking now of things that happen' inside th# .school 

■ ■ ■ , . . .^ • , , " \ ■ ■ • 
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\ durir^^ the school: day/ and ^ of coursSi . some, of the vandalism is* 
at ni^ght on* school property which ia; a reflection of an - attitud 
. towaird- the school as an insti^utior^. / = < • ' = 

SELVINt 'And involves students arid teachers?' ; ' ' ? 

I ' . ' ' ^ . . , 

McGUIREi Students and teadhera are involved* Sometimes th^' ' 
assaults tor robberies are between student and student and some- 
times between students and teachers* i. The fact, of , students 
- assaulting teachers is ^on the increase ^ *and, murder and r^pe, ■ 
things that we consider to be hard crimes, are: definitely occur= 
ring within ^he school setting today,. ^ . : ; ^ 

/ SELVlNi sDid/you aver think that when- you were - ' 

/ going to tedchers' college that- Ithis kind of ' * 

/ • thing could ever happen?" ' ' ' 

TEACHERi "Well, as I've said a lot-of times before, ; ^ 
you have to be pretty _naive to teach in these . „ 
public schools, or probably any large city, public ' . 
schools, and not realize that* there's violence - . 

around ydu, and that you. can. become the 6bjact of . * , / 
that violence for* ro . reason ^t all, " 

SELVINi "What about violence towards teachers? 
There are teachers in the city -who have been ' 
' mugged and' raped and robbed and beaten, whateyer. ^ ^ 

What do you think' causes that?" . - ^ 

BTUDENTi "The majority is over grades." ; 

vSTUDENT: "Like you fail, right, all the frustration 
come out of you* You know, you just don!t care ilo » 
more, "because you done failed. You tfhink you tried,'' 

' , but really you a in Vt tried that hard^ but you y you v 
know, all the frustration come out qere, and ypu 
just don't care no more,. -Bo, like the teacher . say 

. / something wrong, you don't want to hear, you know, . . 

. _.__ and^hat_'_s when. it_ starts* 'V i ^ _ = _ . 

/ ^ _ ■ ... - ■ ■ .= -,.= ■.. 

STUDgNT? "Yo^.know you going to fail and all ydur 
j^friends going on. to another grade, ' you Tcnow, and 
you back, you }ln6w that would make people mad,. 
-I guess. "^ / .'. ■ -„ .* : \ , . * , 

; SELVIN: "Yeah# but mad to. the point whece studen*ts 
\ . ' are willing* to ra^e a teacher? I mean- ithat someKow 
i doesn't jive,*' ^ : / ' ' * 

STUDENyf "There ^.ust something^ wrong with them when ^ ' ^ 
' they rape a teacher,' ree* They /^got *a mental/ problem, " ' 

STUDEfiTi "They got some kind or-^ problem, you know, 
when *they do something like that," ' 

_ ^ , ... ■ . / ^- ,, ^ " ■ -"-^ r . ^ ' ' r ■ ' ■ ■ 

' ^ STUDEMTi "They ain't going to just do that to i'']^ / 
teacher, The^ probably diS it to somebody ^out^on 
the street too, but they just like that t'eachierp' 
* Like a lot' of^ people, you .'know,. IJ-Jce ^heir teachers, ^ 

' yeah. " ' • ' ' •■ " - .' / * 

McdUIREf^^eaching is certainly dif f erent thanV it was "^'just a few 



years ago, I could ba more eoneerna^ with the teaehing*lea 
prpceaa aometimas, back. > Now, survival and getting, along is 
tainly taking more and^ more of my time and: more and mora of 
thoughts* ■ ■■V/: • •• "i ../"• ■ 

STUDENT: "You got to ta.lk t'^ack. to them. If you % 
don't talk;tiwk to tham^ yo^u'ra not even expressing 
your feelings to them. They wouldn't know", if you^ 
• right or wrong* \ But they don' t pay no attention . / 
; to you whan i^ou come down here and tell them; They 
believe the taachera^" ■ " v 

STUDENTS' I 'ySut if you get your head knoaked out, ^ 
' * they don't know how to act 'for real^ see*" 

* . STUDENT I "People got the wrong attitude these days* 
^ ; though. *' i ^ 

' ' STUDENT; "Yeah, thay jump off- too fast." 

'STUDENT'i "UI^ huh, and > you know when a* student say .■: 
something back to her, she send you downstairs, and 
•that's what cause violence in school," 

STUDENT!' "I Know, because they figure you can't 
speak back ^to them. " ' 

■ SELVIN: "Why are you still a 4eachar,?" 

. TEkcHERV "I know that before this happened^ I was 
doing a good job and was getting reactions and . 
teaching, I guess,' students the way I 'really felt 
• that things were happening things were galling 
at long last with me in teaching. And I had been , 
out. of it six years-* » And I felt that this was .one . 
viqlen^ incident which would take som^ time in my 
psyche to get^ over,, but if I pursued, *a suit against ; 
. the individuals who committed this crime, that my 
- " atigeri-could be pacified ,^^o 

after I went back that that wasn't tha case. I 
didn't know that till I went back, and I guess I'm 
responpibla enough or pure of ethic enough or some- 
thing ■ to feel that you shouldn't, drop it , all in the 
middie of the* year* And I 'm doing some serious! 
thinking now abbut not going back. The pressure is 
too. much, t don't, like looking over my shoulder, 
* * wondering if this person who I don't know is going- 
^ , to gome at me with some Weapon or, — ' it's become a 
/real burden, " 

'STUDENTS "Plus^the teachert not teaching the 
. student nothing these days. And that's why you 

not coming to school. That's why you just hanging 

around doing nothing," 

. STUDENT! = "If they give people; the proper respect 
they want in return, maybe they ' 11 get some," 

STUDltoi "Really, you know, people trying to go * 
aroufl^Pyumping people and stuff,- and you know, 
like rta, ;I ain't going to let it happen, see. 
you know, /like a person try to jump me, I'm going / 



to fight back/ you s^e. And that cause. a lot of v 
* vio'^&ncm, see. That/Vs one aource^' you know. But - 

-•It *s a lot of othe]/ Reasons' tod.^' - , : = /, - - 

' TE^CHERi "I. know/in* the last ten years the mood / ' 

; ^ of etudants evarwhare has changed^ - ae it has in , : = 
■ the whole . cbunti^. Everybody Ls just really / , 

* turned of f ^an^/ suspect ^nd cynieal offeaverything, • 
They>Jcnow tha.t/ because, it filters back down, that 
getting- this liigh school education doasnVt mean all 
that much- V^hen the unemployment rate for kids 
< just a little bit older than them i's: fortyi forty^* 
. five^, percent in Washington^ why? You know. And . so 
this cynicism and this repressed^anger that doesn't 
^ have any place ito' be' directed now y because there * s 
> seally such a t meali I think it's a real repraS'- v 
^ ' sivefperiod in terms of. the government Eor minority ^ 
groups. It gets directed towards th# nearest 
souroBr which it may, ,in fact, be teachers and the . 
school where they are forced to spend a lot of their 
^ time* ^nd I know ridioul/ous courses and things that 
' , don't have any relevance* ^ Sor you knuw^ I under-- . / . 

i stand, I can rationalise their feelings, I still — 
' you know, I'm still angry too pbout me*" 

SELVl^i * I guess the bottom^li^ question is tljis' viblence that's 
takin<^ place inside the school^ — is it possible that if it^ets 
worse, that/it could ultimately destroy 'the, school system? : 

McGUlHEi' ^suppose in the ultimate end it qould, but 'I don't 
believe that's going to happen, because I think already we are 
seeing in our country a recognition of the problem and a desire 
to work' on solutions to it, , We in the National Education Associ= 
atipn /believe that it's not a teacher 'problem or a parent problem, 
but a problem of our entire society, and one that will probabiy 
only be solved when all of the eiement&' of society get together , 
and move toward a solution rather than fiKing the blame on amy 
one particular segment* < V 

:STUbENT r" *' They d^n * t "f ighj with"^ i s t s ^^^^ 7 ' " ^ " ^ ' 

■ It's guns now — 

STUDENT i: "We had a dude get killed for some 
dough, ^iLike, some, other dudes came up to' the / ; 
school and asked him for some money. He didn't * 
"'give it^,to them, so they" shot him, Vou know', 
^ikp they killed him. So, I figure it.^s abbut 
the same, all over," . " ^v,;/ ' . \ 

TEACHERr "Last spring I was a teath^ "at/'Sraingarn 

High School in Washingtbn, D.C*, ahd i was raped 

by two young; men . " ' ' 

(BELL/FOOTSTEPS) * . = = * 

SEliVINi f . With thanks to the students and faculty at Cardoga High 
School here in Washington, D.C, , I'm David Selvin for OPTIONS IN 
EDUCA^ON, * j y 

(MUatfC - BUFPALd SPRINGFIELD) ^ ' ^ ' 

MERROW: That report is a . useful , jumping-off ^point because it 
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rais^S' the unanswerable question — ^. Who is responsible? Vou heard 
• Students blaming teachers 'and the system and" eduGatora talking 
■about our violence-prone- society, - Sorting out the responsibility 
would be easier if the problem*were iiescribed more precisely* 
That was one of the goals* of a recent conference in Washington ^ 
arranged by C^DAR the Council for Educational- Qevalopment an^ 
Research* CEDAR/ which represents the interests of educational 
researchers and their universities in the Cepitol, usually worries 
about puch arcane * things as knowledge dissemination' or the Wash- 
out factor in/cognitiv^ score ga'ins* This . t.wo-day* conference wae 
a little different^ gathering ..together . worried school officials ^ 
security experts/ and researchers, who shared horror stories 
about student behaviqr and equality horrifying stories about the 
costs of violence prevention and people protection* . 

.BLAIR: V Whatever the motives of the young people, they ' re* criminals 
and ought. to be treated- that way. That's the view of CorneliusV. 
Golightly , ' Preiident of the Detroit Board of Education. \ 

GOLIGHTLY'r In onf week , two different schools , we had two stu- \ 
dents who were murdered* The school board coftimit tee decided that 
enough was enough. Why should the school system add -^o Detroit'a\ 
reputation/as the murder capital of the world? SOf it was decide^ 
we would stop it* Plus the fact we had no guilt feelings . about, ,\ 
the matter* it wasn't blacks killing /whites or whites killing \ 
blacks* It was blacks killing blacks in this, instance, so, why feel 
guilty? Just simply say, "You've, got to *stop*" So, one promis^ing > 
practice is a determihation to simply say, "We will have a code of 
behavior We will spelf it out in drftail., and we will expect you . 
to live up^ to this code* //Andif not, you will go out , ^ Ahd going 
out may very well itiean going to prison*" Now that seems a very 
hard and a very difficult sort of thing to do, :^ I- remember' prior 
to that- time, moving into my neighborhood, every .day there ,was 
arson in th'e school* We had a meeting? and we decided to put a 
policeman in the school, catch the arsonist, and let the author'- 
ities deal with this pejfson within the framework of the law* The, 
group broke up, arnd one group over in the.cbrher was busy discus^ 
sing a new procedure, J asked, "Whatrs going on?" And they said, 
" We i 1 , we ' r e a gr oup of y§ r we^ jCb planning hq w jt o 4 e ^e nd 

this person once he's caught*" Now, ^that guilt was great* These 
weire white lawyers* - ' We caught the .culprit, but he happetted to be 
white, and not black* And the parents took care of him, and the 
school has not had any fires since that time* We put policemen in^ 
the schools, and the policemen havfe had a very good Influence if 
you have a committee that refuses to put policemen in there *-"* but ^ 
if you have a committee in which your mayor , your school*' board, \ / 
your . school administration, and your committee itself ; is not 
divided, not having any guilt feelings* We^ can 't solve the whole 
proble^ns of the world we can't take care of all the injustices 
of the world, but we can keep one child, from killing aho^er chiM, 
or assaulting a teacher* The fundamental thing thit I feel is 
successful about the Detroit school system ha(s beew: the^ willing- 
ness for the society ^t large and f^r the mayor ani for the- school 
board and for the ^ local community leaders to accept the fact that 
violence is a ipart of our society and that: it has to be contained, 
and that yoy.. do not treat a person as an *e^al if you eKpect him 
to behave . in a way that ',s less than you ,iKpect yourself to behave. 

BLAIR: Cornelius Golightly, President of th^ Detroit Board of 
Education* ' - ^ \ ^ ' ^ ■ ' 

MERROWi The term violertce seems to have -become a kUnd of shorthand 

:. . M : . '■■ ■- V. . . — ... 

■8' . 
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for vandaliem and Other- criminal behavior that^s not jiecessarily 
.violent, like burglary. Thug, the 600 million dollar ■ an^iial Ipsa 
takes in vandalism, burglary^, and violent Crimea, like' aiaault, . 
' rape^' an,d murder. VandaMsnt might t»e a better word/ because the- 
' largest doll/ar losses are from mindless dastruetion ofv property, - 
and from deliberately set fires. What's m(^e, research indicates 
that youthful burglars very often destroy what they steal from 
schools! That means most school burglaries aren* t ^f or monetary " 
gain or to feed a drug habit, but for some "mo r^ 'oomp lex purpose, 

BLAIR: Vfry little research has been done in the area of violence 
and, vandalism prevention and control. Generally, schools f^ind out ' 
about programs that supposedly work from their friends dn other ^ 
systems and from the security^ industry itself. A Philadelphia eom^ 
. pany, Research for Better Schools, has identified four kinds 'of 
programs that schoois use to reduce violence *ahd vandalism. The 
four categories security systems ,^il^ounselin# programs, curricu- 
lum and' instructional programs, and organisational modification 
were described at the CEDAR meet irig Robert Seanlori. * . - 

SCAiiijDNs The first then being tha security syatems, which ^includes 
the programs that ar#^ directed^ at the -protection of the staff and 
students from ousiders; ' protection of %ttfff and students from them= 
selves,' and the protection of the physical facilities from vanda- 

% lism, ^burglary , and arson. One example of a program that is 
currently being instituted was^ initiat-ed because a southern superin= 
tendent realized that in his. urbane-suburban district of approxi= 
mately , ten to twenty thousand students that he was 'sustaining over 

. two hundred tliousand dollars of loss due to vandalism and theft 
eachyear. As a result, he hired a school Security director, who 
was commissioned to design, /^develop, and install '^a system to reduce 
these losses* The school seeurity director then reviewed over 300 
various types of equipment and procedures that could be used and 
sel/ected an audio-monitoring system as ttje core of hi,s system for 
the school district* This was used bedauaa it could take' advantage 
of the existing public address system in each.of the 25 school 
buildings; Some schools have gone dirdtotly at the truant^roiplem. 
They've seen that as a problem that must be addressed directly. 
One security director , i n c ooperation with the police force , , set ^ 
up a procedure where the police woul4 pick up any student during 
schboi hours, phone **in to a computerised ^centraJL location, .and 
find ou^ which scHool the student should be attehding and drop him 
off there. They not* only had attendance going up, but they found 
the daytime crime in the city had dropped dramatieally , maybe as 
much as 80 percent. Another example just to show the array is 
that one principal found itwas impossible for his students' to get 
to sehopK Simply the threat of. physical harm to .and from school, 
was too great for a latge proportion of the^ atudents to attempt to 
crbas through the gang turfs, i Consequently, he set up a safe cord 

frogWrn which singled out one street as a safety street where all 
tudef^ts could come to and from schoql without harm. Me did this 
through cooperation with thi . teachers, with the parents, with the 
police, and with thi security staff of that particular school dia^- 
trict. Thus, you can see the range of programs that can. be, ^ 
included, aven in one of these categories. 

The second category then IS that of cduhseling services. 
These programs are foeused on the intensive help of students in 
.^trouble, Ttjese include both group And individual approaches* The 
array. would include' such things as /street workers ^ who work the. 
of f-schotol hours and go for the kids that are not in school as 



ant4cip*^ted or tb talk to. parents of l t^' students who .are not there 
It ; is a - dif fertnt' type of Gbunseling thmt isf^^normally Jdtihd 
gctiool environment, par^iaularlyvout o^-oui' hackgrounde,/ ' There 
havjt bean police .■apeclal^y\eelfeqtea^ because of the& capport >^ith ■ 
ju^^enilas, who have been given ofMcm space to conduat their 
ftonnal busineii, ao that^ they can beeome Jcnown to thai schodl , - / 
etudants as people rather than as a uniform, . ■ " ' 

^If f The third are^is addressed in* termB of currtdular ■ and| in- 
stl5:)idtio#al approaches - Sp^ciali^ed^ instructional programs to ;/ 
help thos^ who are in tMuble are included, whether they involye ' , 
behavior imp:^ovement , ^ basic skills programs* instruc*tici(nal 
approaches V#&r students on moral, -legal,/" and^ ethical cpncerns are 
also includedi. ' .^You have^ other programs that address .teacher 
training,; that have been d^velope^ on various aspects ;'bf crisis 
interli^erition*/ You also have programs directed at the students, 
both elementary and secondary levels* ' ■ " j-.:- 

:■ [ ■ ■• ^ ■ ^ ^ . . 

,ijhe I fourth and final area 7- and' I apologize for. th^. t^ 

organjS^tionto-modif icatibng ^ out -of-^he - 

adademiq community^' I couldn't thi^ of a better term, ^Ut .these 

inclutf% a variety of modificatabns that would g"o tb( a* schopl dis= 

tr£c4: oV . a school building in ■ accommodating the^toblem, whether 

figy^be Slternative programs for disruptive students # changes in 
iSDpl>|iruJ.es and. regulations, or new roles for individuals asso^ 
eiatlife^ith the schools, 

L:-f.^r'/p0: * ,-; : ■ \ . ■ 

X :i ,y i^-^\\BiCB^^ ^ single program thift is best* They must be 
;.addp%ed^^nd applied to the given situation in a given school at a 
'given tinie apd .place. In sununary, a variety of unique ^^programs^ do 
frKisty , Raited among our "16, 000 schooig^districts and over 50,000 
schpo^* yuildings* And these programs can, then^j provide a base - 
^br our'^'naLtional effort to reduce school violence and dJisruption 
i^h the country. Furthermore, ther^ are hundreds of eddcators out 
there that have been working and afr6^~cutrentiy working on these, 
prohlems that qan provide the leadership that is required to 
Address such an issue* ^ i_ 

BliAJRj Robert Scanlon of Research for Better Schools in Phila- ^ 
da Iphiav ■ ■ " — -^-v;- - - - — — ^ ~ — - —- - — - — . --^—^ 

At various points inx^he conference, ^he . audience was in- 
vited to question the ffpeakers^.^ - Program Chairman xRichar^ 
Rossmiller,' of the University o'fxWiscohsin, fieliied thte questions 
and then repeated the^^for the ra&ip audience. - 1 

ROSSMILLER:' Let me repeat the questidn so the audience can hear. 
As I\.understand' it , the gentleman is infee^fested to know if union- 
ization o f teachers rs a contributing factor to the rise in 
violence in^our schools. Anybody on the pan^l , or- Gornelius? 

GOLIGHTLY: it^ like to speak *to that, because, one of the things 
that the Detroit Board of Educafeiqn has sought to dp was to 
remove, or rather to establish, as a basic policy pdsiti'gn that 
there should be no corporal punishment of the children. Now, one 
of the things the Board, felt was that corporal punishment is • = 
usually inflicted by a much larger teacher on a smaller child. We 
havQ very few instances of corporal punishment'. against students 
17, 18 years old, ' ^ , . * 

Nqw the state law provides corporal punishment, and the 



' sehool ' contract for. the^ ttachera contains the fact that. this » ' 
.should be aoneistent with state law. Now we can ; modify thatv but 
we/d have to do_^it through'negotia+ions to get this change in the - 
taaj^har contrap^. ThS policy ^position of the , Board sta^ad that 
it_^^Qul4 be a ISWange in th6 working conditions if this was ^done : 
unillaterally^ by the Board, So/ for the past two years, we have 
gort of put It on thef-back burner, not 'negotiating that question, 
.because we've had other questions in terms of salary matters , the 
matter of having to distribute taacherg throughout the school 
system -in accordance with the present desagregation dU^f iculties 
that we 'have in the city of Datroit, and the ^ike. ^ - . - 

But there is, I think, a tendency qn the part of confronta- 
tion if you, h^ve a group that ^rotaots itself , and tha.. teachers 
do protect. themselves/ that thfere is not this sense 'of "community* . 
Bo, 1 think that thatVf one of the instances that wa could cite 
to support the belief 'that tha unionization doas contribute in that 
sense. Now, that's not, all oS it; bacausa the taachers themsalves 
work to change the policy,, but I believe that itVis also tha case 
that once ahy group has a -right-/" or privil 

give it up unless for something in exchanga * *, Perhaps wa could buy * 
that corporal punishment ability that taaphars " have for a.$5,0d0 
incraase in pay for eabh teacher. 

LUCASi . I was, *talking about ^eachers* union and collective' 
;;bargaining in California, We hava not as yet enjoyed that aspect 
^of ; staff relation^,, although a bill was signed thp^i year— a 
. collect^ive baE^gaUning bill and so we will be on board with ,: 

collective bargaaning starting next yaar,' . ^ * ^ 

. In 'that biil, the scope in negotiations section that covers V. 
working conditions and I'm; sure that teachers in a nagotiatibn 
are going to be talkijig about their six^hour day and relating that, 
to, the salaries they're now^ being p^id just & instruct and will 
want a Tsubsidy ^to spend sO'Cailad off-hours out of the. contract 
with' students.' There are prbblems that we're atiticipating in this 
area, financial problam% because depending on what the contract 
terms are/ we still need teachers with students^ — away from the 
chalk board arid out, of the e la's sroom. And the public is going to 
-have -tov pay for tliat^- r ^- — — — — i . 

BLAiR* The first answer was pro^^ided by; Cornelius Golight of 
the Detroit Board of education. The Los Angeles situation was 
described by William Luaps, Assistant Superintendent for Govern- 
ment Relations, in L/A, We'll hear more from Lucas in a minute, ' 
John? •■ ' ' . - 

MERROWs I detected a marked hostility toward teachers and teacher 
unions at the conference, Wendy, That question brought the issue 
into the open, but I also overheard a number of conversations in 
thai hall, between sessions, the gist of which was that teachers 
were somehow part of th^ problem, that is, they leave schoA early, 
exac^^tly when the bell rings, or the union contract specifies that 
teachers, don'. t have to bie responsible for discipline, and so 
forth, ' 

The toerican Federation of Teachers j- the' country' s second 
largest teacher union may have befen" anticipating this mood and ; 
tpne when it wrbte for the conference programs 

'V "While many school systems have adopted 

protective measures, most^*'of these have been . , 



Inef f^qtive, pkrtly because -of a tendinqy to shift ^ . 

the bj^ame to the victim of the crime, rn other ■ . 

. words ; teaehers 'may: be accused of. provoking attack-s 
^y^ being toq* laniant," ■ -. . .\ - ■ v 

. p'rdlonged' public debate on the issue of responsibility; ,y ■ 
would hav# apilt.thte donference into several factions. There are . 
those who say that 'school cr.ime proves -that Ameri-ca, like Rome, ^ is 
declining and ^ falling, .while others' argue that violence is ae . 
' Amarican as apple pie school violence ie simply more visible ' 
but no less criminal than whita-collar embegzlement, o^- the buyina 
of politicians. . ' « ^ , , . . 

. . ; • . , . t ^ ■■ i . . - .' , 

School critics like Jonathqn Kozol 'and William Harwood . 

4»argue thdt schools -are purposely designed as repr^assive, violent^ 
institutions in which children from kindergarten on up. learn that 
the power of ^teachers is. arbitrary , and that teachers* whims are 
Laj^. The meeting avoided thij whole debated/and with g^ood reas,on*' 
Early on^ speakers agreed that echool crime was a problem and ttiat 

-^their *task was-to- f ind- solutdons,' not to v-resWucture- society . or - 
the schools. * \ _ ; 

BDAIRr ??ell, John# William L. Lucas, whom We heard answering a : 
itivestion about the role of unions, described the situation in 
■Bbs Angeles where he * s. Assistant Superihtendent in^ charge of * ^ 
gbvernment relations. As you ' 11 hear , the government body he. does. 
mostVo£'his relating with is the police departmentv ^ -^i:'-'' 

LUC/^Sr .The Los ' Angeles, unified school, district stiLl cpntinues to 
'experience violerice*and vandalism oh campus, in case you didn*' t 
know. During the schoo'l-year of 74-^75,, f rom . july 1st, 1974 to :^ 
April JOth^ 1975, our security section rfecorded and I' v^ant you 
to under l^^ne recorded — '232 assault^ against schpQl employees, 
incltiding teachers and administrat^pte, 338 assaults {against stu-^ ^ 
dents,, and 60 a^s^ults against security agents* When one consid^ 
ers th& fact that the district" has found itf necessary to divert 
twelve million from thi general funds, of i the budget at the expense 
of the ' educational program for the expr^ess purposes of o^£f setting 
the' dire ' dorisequences of violence, and vandalism on cafQpus , , ^the 
^magnitude 'of- this -problem -is' brought— into sh — 

Hardw.are,, such as intrusion alarm systems, has been an 
extremely ef fetctive means a^s ah immediate deterrent, to on'^campus . 
disruption and vandalism.. However, as a longer-grange' solution to / 
the 'ameiioration of this problem, we feel, that the edueatibnal " 
options hold a greater promise of success, » ' ; ^ 

Neighborhood Alert is our program in which residents living 
Within visual range of a school are enlisted to K^4g*iftaint^in ^p^p^' 
tective watch over /the school^ and report disruptive pactiVitiesV '^ . 
This ' has been especially effective in our Watts area^ ) ^ 

We have- a handbook, which was designed by tHe district, to \ 
provide practical assistance to the schobl administrator .^ohfronted 
with disruptive activity. It id^^fcifies ' various types of di.sr|ip-" 
tive activities, suggested steps'^S minimize the impact of such ^ 
disturbances, and cites the legal authority to support action -takSft 
^ 'tiy the school administrator. : This publication also list^ a dompre^ 
herisi^e collection of prevantive measures which have been or ,cah 
be of practical help, not only in our district, but also * in other 
districts, as well. The= written out title of the hangtbook is 
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"Emergency Legal Procedures,"* An acronym is help^ and sometimes 
the administrators would -call in and ask *for help^ and we don' t 
\know if he needs that handbook or a security of fieer* So, we 
send a security officer out with a handbook in hand* . * 

The Log Angelas 'unified school district has a cooperative 
agreement with the Los Angeles Police Department to \maintain sur- 
veillance from the air over schools in critical areas of the 
district by use of heliGopterSr on a visual and photographic 
, basis r for day use^'iand for night vuse, equipped with spojtiights 
and infrared photo^graphic equipment; 

As far as rehabilitation is- conCTerned^ we have installed a 
new program of educational option in the district called "Commu^ 
nity^centered classroom" We call it "Tri-C" out there. The 
district conducts seven stnall storefront,, off ^campus schools for 
students expelled or recommended for expulsion from the regular 
school ^programs , The primary focus is on the utilization of 
community and district resources to provide necessary ^ educational 
rehabilitative services* ■ v 

We have six opportunity schools in our district* TJiey're 
dperated, by the district to meet the needs of the pupils with 
sivere emfcrbional and/or behavior problems* Small classes, indi-' ' 
vidualized instruction are provided, and along with that is a / 
high ,per*pupil. cost, as you may very well recognize* - 

Administrators are compelled to keep a disproportionate 
amount of their time keeping the lid on^ at the expense of the 
educational program. It becomes evident that, without interven- 
tion, the viplence and vandalism taking place in our urban schpols 
will, continue to expand at a rate which can only bo described as 
catastrophic* . - 

Much of what we're doing today is in the form of quick and 
teinpdrary repairing of the ddke-s , .which we have built out of ? 
necessity in our early efforts to stem the tide of r^J-sing youth 
delinquency, ' * \ 

BLAfHi William Lucas, Aesistant Superintendent of the Los Angeles 
Public Schdola. ' ^ ' 

Once again. Program Chairman Richard Rossmiller fields 
questions from the audience* ^ 

ROSSMILLL'Ri Tho qudstion is why do social education programs offer 
nioro promise than hardware probioms in the L>A* schooie, directod 
to Mr., Lucas,* ' ^ , , ^, 

^ LUCAS/. I was th*inking more in terms of short range, than 'IjOng 
range there when I used the concept of the dikes* it's bur think^ 
iqg that we cannot wait any more for promining social practices or 
educational options. As you know, they take a long time to. tool 
up* They ' rc3 costlyf and they're very difficult to evaiutUie, 

liardwaru Ig something th|it we can inutall once wg got the 
mq>ney/ and We get imjnediate j^^ltrr* And I guesn I'm thinking of 
the overall now noeietal j^-oblem with pur prisonn that 1, just 
don't like to uc|uivicate nclioolu witli prinonn, and if wo don't 
'have the hope for the long-grange educational options, thc»n thort:* i> 
nothirig luft but to turn our schooln into priiionn. And that in , 
non^ethinq that wi* junt cannot accept, ' " 



ROSSMILLlRi Our time has depleted. 1 would like to indicate to 
this audience that this study and this report is only beginninq* 
It is the first step for us to look at what schools themselves 
are doing to solve" the problem. It's obvious from the' result pf 
this effort that some schools have been successful in their mffcrv.u 
to- reduce ^problems of violence and^ disruption by Using fun4s from 
local and a%virie'ty of state and federal sources. However, it is 
dertainly cld#r that mariy schools with: serious problems do not 
have the knowledge and skills Meded to define the 'character of 
the problem and' to adapt. prograSte which would reduce the problem^ 

And secondly, many schools do not have the resources, that 
is, the staff, or the material^ or the funds to release sufficient' 
energy to plan and initiate a program , . It i& now time to launch 
a national effort to help Rchbols solve this problem, = And, 
gentlemen^ we thank you, , ' ' ^ . ^ 

BLAIR r Summarizing was Chairman Richard Rossmiller, 

>fc ■ , 

MERROW: Keeping the lid on, or seeking solutions that confine to 
hour^ spent in the school are eKpensiire and possibly futile* 
'Carol Kimmel/ President of the National Congress of Parents and 
Teachers^ reminded the dspAR group that the problem does not exist 
in a vacuum, , ' 

KIMMEL: It "appears in the news. Thpy see violence and wars and 
civil disturbances. Those are the things that get top billing, 
whether they see it in the news programs or whether they see it 
in the kinds of prpgrams which are" intended for "entertainment." 
According to the studies that have been done by the Senate subcom- 
mittee to investigate juvenile delinquency, some school administra^ 
tors feel that little could be done in schools i as long as the 
public permits and condones this, type of reaction. \ 

In some of the larger cities, school " personnel have told 
us that the violence in their schools can definitely follow a 
pattern of what the TV programs have shown a week before, that 
studdnts ar*e being given excellent instructions , not in school, 
but on TV^ in ^how to create disturbancesi how to destroy both 
human beings and property, ^And wo think we'd better begin taking 
a better look at that. ' ^ " 

. * ■ ^ * 

A third area of concern is the increased use of drugs, inr 
'eluding alcohol, by' students. There is evidence that the .use or 
pushing of drugs and alcohol in the school is very much rqlated 
to the violence and' vandalism that follow, ' 

We're concarhed, and this was mentioned earlier, that the 
unrest in adult, society provides an example of public policy that 
relatos to the necessity of old game rules under which society 
operates . . * 

Why would students have any reason not to bGlicvo that 
might makes right? 'What i& the real difCorence to thorn, between 
seeing adults stoning buses^ or strikdng illegally, and. youngstorG 
then setting fires ^or/breaking windows^ because they don't like 
the principal, the te^bher, or the kid across the aisle,. 

An area of concarn to us is that many i*arantn don't foul 
comrortabJn in the schoolLi, and thiij, often in ret'letitljtl in their 
childran'u vtow uf the odhoolo too, WhethoE' it'ii intentional, or 
whether it's just the rooult of uizey complexity, or admin iot; rat ion 

: 14 
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or maybe the lack of time per parental contacts- many parents 
feel shut out of the schools, They^ know that children no longer 
go to a neighborhood school, and many teachers do^t live in the = 
same area in which they teach npvf. And it's unusual for parents 
and teacHers to really have the kind of relationship that they 
had in earlier years. We havef a feeling, though, ^tiiat there- s. a grcab 
lack, there-i and that we* re going to have to think about rebuild^ 
ing that kind of communiGation if we really want to get at the 
root of some of the problems that are causing violence in tRe p 
schools . ' ■ ! 

Finally, the lack of parental jupervision^of children and 
support for the school is a big concern* I don't leave this item 
until the -last, bfcause in my observation, I think it * s. probably 
the most important . But I think from here onl'^d like to talk 
about what I- think we as parents^, teachers, and communJ.ty leaders, 
are to*do to change this picture. Obviously, there are going to 
be soma shorts-range goals and spme long-range goals* But first, 
I'd like to talk aboyt what some of the immediate actions* are that 

can be taken. ' ^ ■ / . 

p - *, ■ . . 

Some of the solutions that can be found for the high school 
or sometimes even the junior higih school student, who simply isn't 
going to stay in the^usual classroom setting without creating a 
problem we do feel that the kind of push-out that most suspen^ 
sions have been really do not crea'te^any solution to the problem. 
And we do feel that an in-sc^ool type 'of suspension, if/ suspension . 
is indeed what 'is called for, ^eally makes better sehse, because 
this can be done within the school seitting and with an opportunity 
^to allow counseling assistance at the same time ^that this disci- ^ 
pline is being applied* " The child €hen still remains'in school, 
and the problems which create a kind of anti^social behavidr aren't 
simply transferred, as a suspension does, from the school put into 
the shopping center or somewhere else in the community, /And , 
schools, I think, can assume that responsibility by varying the 
patterns that they use, i 

Within the current laws, we think that provision should be " 
made, if possible, for young peoplo to "stop out*' of school, not 
drop out, but stop out, without it being viewed .as a defeat or a 
failure, and with some opportuni^ty to later return to school with- 
out "mny penalty being inqurred^* In some areas, we're aware^that , 
attempts are b^ng made to develop a system of internship's, or a 
more liberal arVangement of^^schooi-work programs for young pcoplp 
over 14* This m some states is going to roquirG a revision of 
compulsory school attendance laws. And there has to be a distinc- 
tion between this kind of constructive revision and the' kind of, 
push--out .that^we ordinarily find in thG school, system* ^ 

Absenteeism is this -pattern that starts early, and loads very 
often to , drop-outs and juvenile problems* In ^ the national PTA, 
with the help of a private foundation grant, we've created some 
pilot projects in five "states to study absenteeism in the elemen- 
tary schools and try" to doterqiine what can be done to lower , this 
ratovin the early grades* And several observations might bo made 
as a result of these early piWt projects, ^ 

^ Absenteeism somotimen roflectG the attitudes or the work 

pattorn of the parents. No oho ib getting up, [H^rhaps, to got 
thaso ahildron off to nahool. And for somu parents, it in cif no 
nignificance that a child Is' missing a day of school* ' 
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. ■ Or, it may be that absenteQism is because a youngster has . 
missed a bus, and ,ther©*s no one to take hini- Or he has no coat, 
or shoesr or raincoat* to get to school, - ' ' ■ ' ^ - 

■ if <. * 

Or> he woke up sickj and mother had no way to deal with 
%hat/ ' " ' ■ " , ^ ; ; ■ *■ . ' 

In the PTA, we hay^- found that -parentSp rather t^an school- 
principalSr or the school nurse, or the security dfficerj are^th^ , 
ones to call .the home ^ and find out why is that child absent, ape ^ 
more likely to find out what is the real causiand begin to offer . 
sohB assistance instead of it simply being a condemnation, 

Sbmetimes it means that we have to offer some assistance 
about -getting that child to school* Sometimes it means that a . ' 
supply of clotthing at the /school' has to /be available f^ children^ 
who are absent because of that, that if . a child is absent, that " > " 
we're not looking for punishment- We're looking for'i**why/ 

\ , We're trying to find out why this absenteeism is occurring, 
and we, believe that PI^A's' and parents can do very much to make some 
real inroads on that problem*' 

' Parents also^ have to face up early to the ,fact that drug and 
alcoholic use in the , hQme e^^d in the school. We have half a milj^ion 
teenage'rs how that are. drinking to excess. Alcohol is easily . 
accessible to their children, and for many parBnts this is a much v_ 
Iriore socially acceptable kind of a problem than drug use was^ And"^ 
yet it is just as sferious. , * ^ ^ 

Parents, students, and. school personnel need to talk aboutj 
these problems. Children have to be given information about drug% ■ 
and alcohol, but they tjlso have to be given some assistance in the 
ability to develop deGision^making skills. They have *to learn 
that in, the Ipng run they* re going to have to make value judgments ■ 
and decide for themselves abbut whether to drink or not, 'about 
.whether to use drugs or not, about whether to join that garig/that 
vandalizes the school. ^ And if young people decide not to partici^ 
pate, they have to feel that they have- the support of parents, 
teachers, and peers, or they ^on't make those decisions. 

Now, parents'want to-be involved in the education of their " 
children, but they want to be involved in the decision^making kind 
of process* They don't s^imply want to serve as monitors in the 
halls or in the lunch rooms. . These are import;ant things happening ' 
to their children, and they want to be a part of those doGisions. 
They know the children that' cause trouble in school ..are often 
those* that will work very' well with other parents, and they want § 
to help in that way. . 

When parents feel a part *of their schools, they make it a 
bettor place for their childron and for everyone's children. They* 
gain a feeling of knowing the staff better, and they are able to, 
interpret 'tthe atmosphere of tho school for the rest of the commun-^ 
ity, ' ■ _ , ^ 

_ , ■ % 

No^, in some of the serious problems that we've talked - 
about, wd feel that wo should bo careful not to allow schools to' 
become a sanctuary from the, 4 aw, that studentLi who aru involvcHl in 
aGSaulto or violence should bo punishable by luw. And that, parentn, 
oven if it involvos' changes in state law, Ghould bo liold legally 
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and financially rWsponsible for the vandalism that is perpetrated 
by- minors , . j - . ' ^ ^ 

, .'We are beginning to move into this area of the vioJ.ence / 
that is available; to children on 'television* In California, for 
example^ the PTA'k therls have established a systein whete^PTA 'i 
people are viewing' television' shows^ rating them, and publicising 
this information so that parents can .make a more consttuctive ^ 
choice about when to use that off button on television* 

Probably only when this kind of pressure is brought to 
bear,, and parents begin to accept that responsib41ity for what i . 
their own children see, will wfe begin to see a change there. ^ - 

We also are involved in a highly controversial ' are^^ because 
the PTA is working now to support legislation for the control of = 
hand guns. We're very conscious of the fact that the greatest 
cumber of victims of hand^gun cr^im^s fall into the age bracket of 
15 to 21, Andiwe. intend to try and do something about that, 

Now^ parents want to send their children to school feeling 
that they a^^e safe^ " If the school is a community school, we find 
that the vandalism is reduced and that in effect the school is 
the safest place for both children and for parents to come to,. . 

•v^ * ; ^ ^ . / > ■ ^' 

But the ^ong-^range solutions for us really are 'a chahgelof^; 
attitude in the people of this country* The PTA has worked since 
before 19 00 to try and strengthen the home as the basic element 
^of society- We still ' believe that that's the root of this problem. 
And that if childrer) are to achieve a£ a higher level, 'be educated 
In gocid healthy habits, to try and develop better emoSional heal th ^ ^ 
'to try and get at these kinds of long^r^nge solutions that we're 
really talking about, we're going to have to give some -thought and 
some real effort on strengthening the family unit. These are 
different kinds of responsibilities that these parents are having 
to take On, and we feel it's terribly important to begin to give 
some assistanc.e to those ? families to really develop some strengths 
back at the hoitie base, . ^ 

The PTA, as well as other organizatidns ^ is going to try to 
provide some' leadership and preparation for parenthood with young 
people* We believe/that young people need to know and appreciate 
the rights and reepojisibilities of citizenship, and that they ' then 
will be. willing to assume a share of responsibilities for those 
problems in our society. " ' * 

We really fjeel that har^warfe and security guards may protect 
the propbrty, dnd thoy may reduce the violence to some extent, but 
until we can get to the real root of this and change the environ- 
ment in which our children grow'# we will not hav^ really approached 
anywhere at all meeting the problems of violence and vandalism, 

MErROWi Carol Kimmdl, President of the National Congress of Parents 
and Teachers. = * 

.parlior you heatd Richard Ross'millor call for a national ' 
effort'/^at the fedoral Iq^qI, h new study ccnrnnissionod by the Law 
Enforcemant Assistance Administration^ sayG that twolvo and a half 
million fodoral dollars will bo nGGdt:»d to offoctivGly comJjat tlio 
probii^m, RoboaBch for Dotter Schoolo^ incorpo-ratcd of Philadolphia 
isaueci a report last wcQk. It says' that fear of violonco creatoo 
a vl^?4duo cyclG which iQad^n to more viola nee. This fear often 



causes individual^* to arm themselves, agatns't perceived danger with 
the result that more and more, people, are carrying guns.i Fear^ \ _ 
itself thus may become a major source of new iviolencer the i.tudy ^ 
says. The LEA^ also reported that g^ng violence is increasing i 
intimidating witnesses and dominating public facil1.ties\ Addi^ 
tionaily, intruders^ very often drop=o%ts and truants ^ 'account 
fpr a large proportion. o< crimfe in schools^ . ^ ■■ ' / ' / 

But not everyone agre&s that large sums of federal money 
for security and enforcement can solye tfie problem^ One speaker 
at the CEDAR confetence doubts whetHfer the' feideral^vernment, or . 
anyone else^ can eliminate school crime'/ "Perhaps the federal ' 
rqler" he said, " should t,e, limited ^o collecting ;and^ analyziij 
data," The spaaker was James Wilson, Professor of< Gqver^ent 
at Harvard ' University^ ^ \ . ' ' . ' . ' 

WILSONS W6 are facing a problem^ the causes of wh.ich we do not» 
understand, are = no ft likely* to undet stand very well and wrobably ^ 
cannot eliminate in anything like a generation or two, ^What; we _ 
seeing, not only in this country, but^ in virtually every ^ -v 
industrialized ^country from 'which we have data, is a profound 
shift in valuis eji^ institutional_attachments that is producing 
all manner oS ,rebelliqh, dissent^ and the like. And jthat without 
unacceptable , rtductions in .^persona,! i4berty , ' wi thout unacceptable 
ih^r^usions intd family life and into the irtdoctrination of the 
young, we are not likely to reverse that Impartant. worldwide ^ 
change in values. - i / .-^ ^ . — 

' In »the meantime, however ,.\th^re are' things I *think we can' 
do. We dan, above all, learn to 'experi^nent with practdcal alter--' 
native^ splutions . to the problem of enhancing the securijty of , ^ 
schools^ that education can gp^on reasonably free of those dis-^j 
tractionb "and threats,* Arid l^think that these 'GxpefciniQnt's^ requite 
us to assume that we don * t know very^' tnuqh a^ut the ^problem at all 
right now* l.'m sure that there are axound this country' a number 
of experiments , already going on about .which I and probably most 
people are ©ntirelyi unaware, Unfess the results are dissemiriatDd , 
unless the evaluation is done by persons . q^ther' than^ those carrying 
out the . experiment, unless thpre is a goo3 deal of 'careful re^ - 
analysis of alleged findings of various efforts to change the pre-- 
conditions for school security, that they wilL have no impact, that 
ail over the country we will reinvent the wheel, or more likely, . 
reinvent the square wheel by repeating , each other Vs mistakes. And 
that all over'^ the country we will continue to discups this problem 
as if it could be resolved by an appeal to prefbrmGd attitudes, 
ideologies, and political convictions. And the softies and the 
toughies, will continye to talk right past each other without, over / 
gett^ing down to the common problem all oS ^s share/j which is to rr 
how^ to make our schools reasonably safe for the beat ' education wo 
^are capable of giving to our schools*, ^ ' ^ ^ 

What kinds of projects might be -undartaken? I don't have a 
comprehensive list, I'm not nearly as knowledgeable about whiit 
needs to be done as most jof the people in this room* But I ^ill 
mention some things that occur to me* You can accept them or= 
reject them** I'm sure you can at least add to the list*. My point 
is not to recommend some panacea, but to get pooplo thinking along 
^linos of testing altornativa ways to do this in wnyn thiit nrn 
credible to third partioG* » • 

First, it. snams to mo that wo neod to know a fot moi?ij than 



we now know about who is victimized in the school settdrfg and V * 
under' what.iffircumstances. \ Under' what dircumstances do. the^e thintj 
occur? Who is involved?. What are, the relationships between ^ 
assailant and victim? * To what extent lis the^'crime that's called 
schobl ^crime really acriool crime in trie sense^ tfhat it occults 
genuinely in a school setting and, is conditi^ned^y the '^Scts of 
school ,life?. ^o what* extent are- we referring to school hrime 
^anytbin^ that involves somebodj' who^ currently is enrolled in * », 
school, or any person, who is currently employed by the schoplrt or 
anything that occurs, somewhere^oii or hear schdol property? TWQde 
are very, different imatters. If it*s tHe latter,-^ t|ito pe-rhaps We 
should invest* lesfe attention in improving ihe security of the 
school. *If it's the former, perhaps we >%hould iiivest many more 
resources' in i'mproving that security* ^ ^ ' 



I'm^'iiot proposing school victimization surveys ^ siSply ouf 
of a scholar's love of more statistics, though I coftfess ^do lo^ 
ithem\ I make my living by manipUla^ingv them, some say by distort- 
ing them, and l^would like very much to, have' that data, But .l = 
think alsb there is a^ learning protfess that* you go through that 
familiarizes' you with; greater de^tail of ,the' nature of the problem 
il you have to go out and g^ the fatts systefematrpally/ rather 
than ask each separate •schobl district by v^hatever technique it'; 
how employs to' suggest whatever data coupleS with whatever horror 
stories i* now .has* . That 'g^pbf course, what we 'did with respect 
to crime for a loqg tii^ej and i'suspect we* I ^ doing with respect 
to' schools right inow* ■ *' / 

. ■ ' ^ ■ ■ ■ ^ ^ ( . ^ ■ ' 

/, Secondly, *it seems to^me we . could experiment effectiVGly wi 
alternative security arrangements in schools br alternative school 
building plans. At one point,> we thought crime 'that occurred in 
builgihgs ^was everywhere the same, unaffected by the buildimg 
design. Along came Oscar ^ewman, , whose bdok " De'fensible Space " 
sho>^ed the important rolationship betweer^ the heights and physical 
facilities of a public-hoiising project, and the amount'of crime u, 
that occurred in it, independent^^f the composition of the popu- 



latiqn of that building* Now, ob^ously , we *can' t ' t6ar down all ' 
tfte public^housing projects ^ahd build tnem' up from scratch accord^ 
ing to Oscar Nev^an's specifications, but new prpgrams can. and 
should take importantly into^ account his very striking findings . 
It seems to ,m.e the same thing -can be learned about schools * ' 
_ ^ ^ /, - . - - 

Int'ernal discipline methods, schooL assignment ppiicies,' 
and they -re alike. w have those who believe that dhildrert should 
be suspended from school ,if they commit 'an infraction^ and othora 
say no, that that p^ly confirms the criminogenic tendbncies of a 
porson if he-s kicked out ,and lab&ied as a failure. And there arc 
others that' say these niatters ohouldnSt be hondlod by thq schooirs 
at ail, but turned over to the secular arm, ^the \polico and the . 
courts. others say, no, no, the criminal Justico system is in- 
appropriate* 'But these are. not questions aboutJwh^ch wo have .to = 
ddba'te out on the basis of ideology. We can find out the' nnswari? 
to that question by looking "closely at what happens to persons 
who are handled as a result of various infractiono by these alLur- 
natiVQ moan^, by suspension, by* tho use of the juwnilo justice 
sy-stum, by thp uso o'f internal school systemc, - ^ 

Now, lastly> , dt.. ouomG to me, we have ' to real izu that: crimn 
doon not occur in the schoolo in/ iijolation, frV>ni armo in tliu^rdnt^ 
of !jocioty* Indued, much of what'u ca 11 uU el^ nir* . i n' hho jif;hf)nln 
ara really ^\int crime committed by young puruun:!, nuihy oi: wlionv 



'happen to be enrdlled in a school'' j^ome place, or 'happen to coimTiit 
tha crime orf.the way to or from sdhool.* or perhaps on s^hLOOl - 
grounds. Most o£ th© serious property crime is committed' by 
juveniles * Most of the serious violent crime is committed by 

(mg adults r but the ige at which they start doing It is getting 
l%*fCT and lower ^ . " ' , ^ - 

" ^ . ■ . ' ' ' ■ =/ 

* We often bemoan, those of us in education, that, we have sO' 

many, tens of thousands separate school districts. Those of ^s. who 
study the criminal justice system often bemoan, that we" have ; forty 
thousarid. separate police, departments . This is not as great a 
problem *as it^ is a qhal'lenge. We have all of this variety waiting 
for an opportunity^ for pebple to test seriously practical ways ot 
solying these problems* And I think that if there is any single, 
message that',! would like to leave with, you as y&u begin your final 
hburs*of deliberation as to accept that ehallenge and to. use the 
*^iversity' if our system, and our^capacity for evaluating the re- 
sults of social intervention as Ways of ooming to grips with this 
problem and substituting fome realistic strategics gbr competing 
ideologies J Thank you* (CLAPPINQ) * \ 

BLklRi James Q. Wilson of Harpvard., addres^slng .a confereriee 'or!' 
school^ violence and /Vahdalism*." d ■ * 

* The conference was sponsored byi CEDAR, the Councii for 
Educational %©velopment^ and Research iri Washington. . • 

. ■ . _ I _ .■■ ^ . r " : > ^ - . \ .. ■ 

(MUSIC - SIMON ii GARF^NKIjE) ^ ; ' , . ^ 

■ i 

BLAlRi John, I thought Professor Wilson did an excellent job ot 
summarizing the situation* ^ ^ ' " ' : 

MERROWi I think' there are a couple of other poir>ts worth recall iRcj 
Point one is that no more than 'ton percent of the^i school- kids are 
causing tiie 'problems. Perhaps the ninety pcrcgnt ;who aren' t the 
problem' can help create some solutions * 'And pointy twp wc'-vc 
passed truancy and Gompulsory attendance laws to keep' the kids off 
the streets and in. the ' schools , but we. all. ought to have learned 
by now that we can't just stash the kids some .place. ^ Schools rioed 
alternative programs and perhaps more of what is called consumer 
pauticipation. ID cards with photos might be a good idea* They 're 
used Off most college .campuses without any apparent violation of 
anyono's civil 'liberties. " " ^ " ^ ' . 

Schopls simply must bo allowed tu keep their priorities , 
straight, tha*t is, to provide appropriate onvironmonts for loarning 
and for teaching e " ^ ' . 

/ . \ ■ 

(MUSIC SIMON £. OARFUNKLeV; " , 

BLAIR: A transcript of this program cootG twenty- five cents rmd 
inoJuduB a list of books and articlas on school cr imp , A cassotte 
costs $4,00* Send your requests to OPTIONS IN EDUCATION, 2025 "M" 
as in crime St root, N,W., Washington, D/C, 2003 That address 
again 0PTT0N5 IN . i'lDUCA.TlON , 2025 "M" Strent, N.W/, Wanhington, 
Die. 2003fi, ' . . . 

(MUSTC) ^ ' ' ■ , , , 

BLAIHi Pringlpal nuppf?i:L lur Ql>TlpNS IN KUUCATJON in pruvicled Ijy 
Th<? NiitLunal InntituLii of lilducation* ^ OUhur fiinUtJ are provitled by 
tho Hobtjrt S til r ling Clark l-'cjiind jLtiori , thti U.H. orfice of lidiici tion , 
L\vf^ Vfurd Foundation, anU'thu Cor[ior4itiftn for Public Hroadcas t ing , 
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